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OVERTHROW OF THE PROVISIONAL GOVERNMENT
The direction of the insurrection was in the hands of the military revolutionary committee set up by the Petrograd Soviet in order to prevent the removal of the Petrograd garrison and "to safeguard the revolutionary defense of Petrograd against the openly prepared attack by the military and civilian supporters of Kornilov." Accepted in principle on October 9 but not formally approved until a week later, the committee began to function on October 20. Trotsky, elected chairman of the Petrograd Soviet on September 23T was also chairman of the military revolutionary committee. On October 16 the central committee of the Bolshevik Party appointed a "part}' center" of five members, including Stalin, which was to be incorporated in the military revolutionary committee. Although held by Soviet historiography as the master-mind of the insurrection, the "party center" does not seem to have ever come into existence and no references to it are to be found in contemporary records. Lenin7 still in hiding, did not appear at the Smolny, seat of the Petrograd Soviet and of the Bolshevik central committee, until the evening of October 24. The immediate responsibility for the planning of the insurrection rested with Trotsky, a revolutionary of fanatical devotion to the cause, resourcefulness, and imagination. The four or five days between the establishment of the military revolutionary committee and the overthrow of the Provisional Government were obviously too short a time for the adequate preparation of a major insurrection. Trotsky, in his history of the revolution, readily admits the clumsiness and crudities of the plans hastily devised by amateur strategists under his direction, and he suggests as the real explanation of the easy victory of the insurgents: "The weakness of the government exceeded all expectations."
The impending uprising was an open secret and was freely discussed in the Soviets, in the press, and elsewhere. The day of the actual outbreak, however, was not known and, indeed, was not decided upon by the Bolshevik leaders until the last moment, although it was understood that the insurrection should take place before the opening of the congress of the Soviets. Meanwhile the military revolutionary committee organized Red guards, distributed armsy appointed commissars to army units, and secured the allegiance of the Petrograd troops, whose pro-Bolshevik ardor was fanned fay the refusal of the Soviet to countenance the government's decision to send to the front